
Much ado about
Meir Dagan on the Oferscandal, new-old hotel

in Ein Kerem, kudos fortheRubinsteinpiano

competitionwinner, and 'L'haim!'inJapanese
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OF THE scores of peoplefrom allover the countrywho

made theirway to Jerusalem'spicturesque,historicvillage
of Ein Kerem set highin the hillsamid lushgreenery

some who had previouslybeen to the museum that was

once the home ofjaberand AlegraRachilwere amazed by
the changethat the addition of modern amenities had

wroughtwithout destroyingor even intrudingon the

beautyof the past.The propertywhere the Rachilslived

with theirthree childrenisnow boutiquehotel devel-

opedbyYishaiMalka of Herzliyaand architectCaddie

Delman, |erusalemitewho operatesan architecturalfirm

inTelAviv.

jaberRachilwas the son of wealthy,ChristianArab fam-

ilyand Alegrathe daughterof Sephardirabbi.When the

young man and woman fellin love,hisfamilyprotested
and hersdisowned her. In fact,her fathersat shivafor her

as ifshe were dead. The coupleelopedto Bethlehem,

where theywere married.Alegraconverted to Christianity,
and afterbeingaway from Jerusalemfor some years,they
returnedto Ein Kerem in 1930 to livein the house there.

Though banished by her family,AlegraRachilcontinued

to keeptrackof her relatives,and when her fatherdied,

she took her three childrenand, dressed as an Arab

woman, went to pay clandestinecondolence callon her

mother, who immediatelyrecognizedher and threw her

out of the house. In ,849togetherwith most of the Arabs

in the village,the Rachilsfled,never to return. In the

960s, the house served as synagogue, then inthe

1990s as an outdoor museum.

Now, what was once known as The House of the Jewess

has taken on yetanother identityas the Aleqrahotel.

Regrettably,the cuisineat the hotel isnot kosher,though
someone in management referredto itas "kosher lite,"

explainingthat there was no shrimp,no pork,no mixing
of meat and dairyproductsbut alsono separatedishes

formeat and dairy.

Among the hordes of peoplewho keptcomingallafter-

noon lastFridaywas IsraelHotel Association President Ami

Federmann, whose familyhas the controllinginterestin

the Dan chain of hotels.Federmann came with hiswife

Michal. Also presentwere former MK Shmuel Flatto

Sharon, who owns DizengoffCenter;Harel Wizel, the

CEO and chairman ofthe board of the Fox Group;lawyer
Arieh Toussia-Cohen and hiswife Efrat;Han Roman,

member of the Associationof Israelisof CentralEuropean

Originexecutive;and graphicartistOfer Zemach.

Everyroom in the hotel isnamed for famous pairof

lovers.The luxuriousbeds are allon raisedparquetplat-
forms, and each bathroom isindividuallydesigned,with

different-shapedbaths in differentcolors.The restaurant

featuresan open kitchen,and the diningarea seats total

of people.However, the outside isfullof patiosand din-

ingniches on differentlevelssurrounded by trees,vines,

bushes and flowers.The stairsare littlesteep,but that's

minor inconvenience. The onlyjarringnote aesthetically
was the brightyellowespresso machine in each bedroom


